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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 6336 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE, EG 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN PRESS CASTIGATES CAIRO FOR CAUSING FAILURE OF 
SECOND CHTAURA MEETING 

1 . SEPT. 20 AL-BAATH PUBLISHED FRONT-PAGE EDITORIAL ENTITLED. 

"WHY THE SECOND CHTAURA MEETING FAILED." WHICH CASTIGATED EGYPT FOR 
SABOTAGING SYRIAN EFFORTS TO SETTLE LEBANESE CRISIS. EDITORIAL NOTED, 
"IN PRINCIPLE IT IS NOT IN SADAT'S INTEREST THAT FIGHTING BE STOPPED 
AND 

NORMAL LIFE RESTORED IN LEBANON IF THIS ACHIEVED WITH SYRIAN AID." 
CONTINUATION OF CRISIS WOUD PERMIT SADAT REGIME TO IMPLEMENT NEXT 
PHASE OF SINAI ACCORD, LISTED AS TERMINATION OF STATE OF WAR WITH 
ISRAEL. "FAILURE OF SECOND CHTAURA MEETING CONFIRMS 
OUR SUSPICIONS OF RECENT SADAT MOVES AND 

HIS SUDDEN MEETINGS WITH LEBANESE PARTIES, AS THESE MOVES AMOUNT TO 
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MANUEVER TO LIMIT EVERY SINCERE EFFORT TO RESCUE LEBANON." 
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AL BAATH EXPLAINED SADAT'S DIPLOMATIC MOVES 
AND SUCCESS OF FIRST CHTAURA MEETING AS DERIVING FROM 
EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT'S PRE-ELECTION STRATEGY. NOTED THAT AFTER 
RENEWAL OF SADAT'S TERM, JUMBLATT AND ABU IYAD ISSUED 
"WAR LIKE STATEMENTS (AIMED AT) ESCALATING SITUATION AND UNDER- 
MINING POSITIVE RESULTS OF FIRST CHTAURA MEETING." EDITORIAL 
POSED RHETORICAL QUESTION WHETHER ANY PARTY COULD STILL BELIEVE 
IT HAD CAPABILITY TO REACH FINAL MILITARY VICTORY. EDITORIAL 
REITERATED SYRIAN INTENTION TO RESIST EFFORTS BY SADAT, 

JUMBLATT AND SALAH KHALAF TO CONTINUE FIGHTING. 

2. COMMMENT. CONTRIBUTING TO EVIDENT FAILURE OF SECOND CHTAURA 
MEETING TO REGISTER ANY PROGRESS MAY HAVE BEEN, UNDERSTANDABLE 
RELUCTANCE IN DAMASCUS TO HAND SAT AT ANY EASY PROPAGANDA VICTORY 
IN CONNECTION WITH LATEST SESSION WHICH FOLLOWED IMMEDIATELY ON 
SARKIS' RETURN FROM CAIRO. THIS IS NOT TO DENY THE INHERENT DIFFICULTY 

OF THESE TALKS GIVEN THE LARGE GAP STILL SEPARATING SYRIAN AND 
PALESTINIAN POSITIONS. ILLUSTRATIVE OF SYRIA'S CURRENT ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS PLO LEADERSHIP WAS COMMENT MADE SEPTEMBER 17 BY GEN. 

JAMIL TO RELIABLE SOURCE THAT BEFORE ANY ASAD- ARAFAT MEETING 
COULD OCCUR, ARAFAT WILL HAVE TO KISS OUR HAND." 

MURPHY 
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